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because an opinion obtains that in the "Beggar's Opera"
there appears to be some reflection upon courtiers and
statesmen, whereof I am by no means a judge.1

It is true indeed that Mr. Gay, the author of this piece,
hath been somewhat singular in the course of his fortunes,
for it hath happened, that after fourteen years attending the
court, with a large stock of real merit, a modest, and agree-
able conversation, a hundred promises, and five hundred
friends [he] hath failed of preferment, and upon a very weighty
reason. He lay under the suspicion of having written a
libel, or lampoon against a great minister],2 It is true that
great minister] was demonstratively convinced, and publicly
owned his conviction, that Mr. Gay was not the author;
but having lain under the suspicion, it seemed very just,
that he should suffer the punishment; because in this most
reformed age, the virtues of a great minister] are no more
to be suspected, than the chastity of Caesar's wife.

It must be allowed, that the " Beggar's Opera " is not the
first of Mr. Gay's works, wherein he hath been faulty, with
regard to courtiers and statesmen. For, to omit his other
pieces even in his Fables, published within two years past,
and dedicated to the Duke of Cumberland, for which he was
promised a reward;3 he hath been thought somewhat too
bold upon courtiers. And although it is highly probable,
he meant only the courtiers of former times, yet he acted
unwarily, by not considering that the malignity of some
people might misinterpret what he said to the disadvantage
of present persons, and affairs.

But I have now done with Mr, Gay as a politician, and
shall consider him henceforward only as author of the
"Beggar's Opera," wherein he hath by a turn of humour,
entirely new, placed vices of all kinds in the strongest and

1                                    A modern writer says of it: "It bristles with keen, well-pointed
satire on the corrupt and venal politicians and courtiers of the day "
(W. H. Husk in Grove's <(Diet, of Music ").   [T. S.]

2                                    In the character of Robin of Bagshot Gay intended Sir Robert
Walpole.   [T. S.]

3                                      Gay's " Fables " was first published in 1727, with a dedication
" To his Highness William Duke of Cumberland."   The Fables are
said to have been "invented for his amusement."   Cumberland was
the second son of George, Prince of Wales, and was afterwards known
as "the butcher."  [T. S.]